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Course Description

This degree programme is intended for learners who wish to pursue studies which will
provide them with the appropriate competences for the measurement and imaging of
the human body’s physiological activity. Scientists qualified in this field team up with
various other health professionals and provide the diagnostic information which is vital
to the medical profession in the treatment of several medical conditions. This three-
year programme will provide the learner with the knowledge, clinical training and skills
necessary to gain the professional qualifications required to work as a healthcare
science practitioner in the area of clinical physiology.

Programme Learning Outcomes

At the end of the programme the learner will be able to:

1. Understand relevant diagnostic measurement techniques including the
rationale behind the investigation and interpretation of results.

2. Demonstrate an understanding of research and development in the field of
physiological measurements.

3. Demonstrate competence in various areas of physiological measurements and
an understanding of the underlying clinical principles.

Entry Requirements

MCAST Advanced Diploma for Pharmacy Technicians
OR

MCAST Advanced Diploma in Health Sciences

OR

2 A-Level passes and 2 I-Level passes

Compulsory A-Level: Biology

Other Entry Requirements

Applicants will be subject to an occupational health screening to establish their
suitability for the Placement which is a mandatory part of this programme. Once course
would have started, failure to present a successful health screening, will result in not
being in a position to go on work placements which will preclude from a successful
completion of course. Applicants must also provide evidence of a clean police conduct
certificate.
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Key Information

Awarding Body - MCAST

Accreditation Status - Accredited via MCAST’s Self Accreditation Process (MCAST holds
Self-Accrediting Status as per 1st schedule of Legal Notice 296/2012)

Type of Programme: Qualification
D I
Level 8 _ octoral Degres MA MA
Third Cycle Bologna Process
Masters
nd Cycle P 90-120
Level 7 second Cycle Bologna Process Less than 30
Post-Graduate Diploma 60
Post-Graduate Certificate 30
lor®*/Bachelor (Hon
Level 6 Sachelorfacheinr (Hons 180-240 Less than 180
First Cycle Bologna Process
Short Cycle Qualification 120
Undergraduate Higher Diploma 80
Level 5 Undergraduate Diplorma 60 Less than 60
Undergraduate Certificate 30
VET Level 5 Programme? 60-120
Pre-Tertiary Certificate 30
VET Level 4 Programme™ 120 Less than 120
MATSEC Certificate MNA
VET Level 3 Prograrmrme®’ &0
: - Less than 60
General and Subject Certificate MNA
VET Level 2 Programme™ 60 e
General and Subject Certificate NA
VET Level 1 Programme® 40
Level 1 I _ Less than 40
General and Subject Certificate MNA
Introductory
Preparatory Programme 30 Less than 30
Level A
Introductory -
Pre-entry Basic Skills Course 30 Less than 30
Level B

Table 1: Minimum number of credits for ‘Qualifications’ and parameters for ‘Awards’

Fig.1: p56, Ministry for Education and Employment & National Commission for Further and Higher Education Malta (2016). Referencing Report, 4th
Edition. NCFHE.

Total number of Hours: 4500

Mode of attendance: Full Time
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Duration: 3 Years

Target audience for MCAST full-time courses is 16 to 65+

The official language of instruction at MCAST is English. All notes and textbooks are in
English (except for language courses which will be in the respective language being
instructed). International candidates will be requested to meet English language
certification requirements for access to the course.

This course will be offered at

MCAST has four campuses as follows:

MCAST Main Campus
Trig Kordin, Paola, Malta

All courses except for the Institute for the Creative Arts, Centre of Agriculture,
Aquatics and Animal Sciences are offered here.

Institute for the Creative Arts
Mosta Campus

Misrah Ghonoq Targa Gap,
Mosta

Institute of Applied Sciences,
Centre of Agriculture, Aquatics and Animal Sciences,
Luga Road, Qormi

Gozo Campus

J.F. De Chambray Street
MCAST, Ghajnsielem
Gozo

Teaching, Learning and Assessment

The programmes offered are vocational in nature and entail both theoretical lectures
delivered in classes as well as practical elements that are delivered in laboratories,
workshops, salons, simulators as the module requirements dictate.

Each module or unit entails a number of in person and/or online contact learning hours

that are delivered by the lecturer or tutor directly (See also section ‘Total Learning
Hours).
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Access to all resources is provided to all registered students. These include study
resources in paper or electronic format through the Library and Resource Centre as well
as tools, software, equipment and machinery that are provided by the respective
institutes depending on the requirements of the course or module.

Students may however be required to provide consumable material for use during
practical sessions and projects unless these are explicitly provided by the College.

All Units of study are assessed throughout the academic year through continuous
assessment using a variety of assessment tools. Coursework tasks are exclusively based
on the Learning Outcomes and Grading Criteria as prescribed in the course
specification. The Learning Outcomes and Grading Criteria are communicated to the
Student via the coursework documentation.

The method of assessment shall reflect the Level, credit points (ECTS) and the schedule
of time-tabled/non-timetabled hours of learning of each study unit. A variety of
assessment instruments, not solely Time Constrained Assignments/Exams, are used to
gather and interpret evidence of Student competence toward pre-established grading
criteria that are aligned to the learning outcomes of each unit of the programme of
study.

Grading criteria are assessed through a number of tasks, each task being assigned a
number of marks. The number of grading criteria is included in the respective
Programme Specification.

The distribution of marks and assessment mode depends on the nature and objectives
of the unit in question.

Coursework shall normally be completed during the semester in which the Unit is
delivered.

Time-constrained assignments may be held between 8 am and 8 pm during the delivery
period of a Unit, or at the end of the semester in which the Unit is completed. The
dates are notified and published on the Institute notice boards or through other means
of communication.

Certain circumstances (such as but not limited to the Covid 19 pandemic) may lead
Institutes and Centres to hold teaching and assessment remotely (online) as per MCAST
QA Policy and Standard for Online Teaching, Learning and Assessment (Doc 020)
available via link https://www.mcast.edu.mt/college-documents/

The Programme Regulations referenced below apply. (DOC 005 available at: link
https: //www.mcast.edu.mt/college-documents/
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Total Learning Hours

The total learning hours required for each unit or module are determined as follows:

Creis (T | et contact | Yot tudent | seitLemning vt
1 5-10 hrs 25 hrs 20-15 hrs*

2 10 - 20 hrs 50 hrs 40-30 hrs*

3 15 - 30 hrs 75 hrs 60-45 hrs*

4 20 - 40 hrs 100 hrs 80-60 hrs*

6 30 - 60 hrs 150 Hrs 120-90 hrs*

9 45 - 90 hrs 225 hrs 180-135 hrs*

12 60 - 120 hrs 300 hrs 240-180 hrs*

* The ‘Self-Learning and Assessment Hours’ amount to the difference between the
contact hours and total student workload.

Grading system

AUl MCAST programmes adopt a learner centred approach through the focus on Learning
Outcomes. The assessment of MCAST programmes is criterion-referenced and thus
assessors are required to assess learners’ evidence against a pre-determined set of
Learning Outcomes and assessment criteria.

For a student to be deemed to have successfully passed a unit, a minimum of 50% (grade
D) must be achieved. In case of part time programmes, the student must achieve a
minimum of 45% to successfully pass the unit.

All units are individually graded as follows:
A* (90-100)

A (80-89)

B (70-79)

C (60-69)

D (50-59)

Unsatisfactory work is graded as ‘U’.

Work-based learning units are graded on a Pass/Fail basis only.
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Detailed information regarding the grading system may be found in the following
document: DOC 005 available at: link https://www.mcast.edu.mt/college-documents/

Intake Dates

*MCAST opens calls for application once a year between July and August of each year
for prospective applicants residing in MALTA.

«Applications to full-time courses from international students not residing in MALTA
are accepted between April and Mid-August.

«For exact dates re calls for applications please follow this link
https://www.mcast.edu.mt/online-applications-2/

Course Fees

MCAST course are free for Maltese and EU candidates. International candidates coming
from outside the EU need to pay fees for the respective course. Course fees are set on
a per-level and course duration basis. For access to course fee structure and payment
methods please visit https://www.mcast.edu.mt/fee-payments-for-non-eu-
candidates/.

Method of Application

Applications to full-time courses are received online via the College Management
Information System. Candidates can log in using Maltese Electronic ID (elD) or European
elDAS (electronic identification and trust services) to access the system directly and
create an account as the identity is verified electronically via these secure services.

Non-EU candidates need to request account creation though an online form by providing
proof of identification and basic data. Once the identity is verified and the account is
created the candidate may proceed with the online application according to the same
instructions applicable to all other candidates.

Non-EU candidates require a study visa in order to travel to Malta and joint the course
applied for. For further information re study-visa please access
https://www.identitymalta.com/unit/central-visa-unit/.

For access to instructions on how to apply online please visit

https://www.mcast.edu.mt/online-applications-2/

Contact details for requesting further information about future learning opportunities:

MCAST Career Guidance
Tel: 2398 7135/6
Email: career.guidance@mcast.edu.mt
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Current Approved Programme Structure

Unit Code Unit Title ECTS | Year |Semester
ASHTS-506-2111 | Scientific Basis of Healthcare Science 1 6 1 2
ASHTS-506-2105 | Applied Physics and Measurement 1 6 1 1
ASHTS-506-2106 | Applied Physics and Measurement 2 6 1 2
ASHTS-506-2107 Applied An.atomy ,Physiology and 6 1 1
Pathophysiology 1
ASHTS-506-2108 Applied An.atomy ,Physiology and 6 1 2
Pathophysiology 2
ASHTS-506-2109 | Clinical Measurement and Treatment 1 6 1 1
ASHTS-506-2110 | Clinical Measurement and Treatment 2 6 1 2
ASPRJ-506-2008 Resgarch Methods within a Research 6 1 1
Project 1
ASWBL-506-2011 | Work Based Training in Health Science 1| 1 1
CDKSK-503-1907 | English 1 3 1 1
CDKSK-503-1905 | Critical Thinking 1 3 1 2
ASHTS-506-2112 | Scientific Basis of Healthcare Science 2 6 2
ASHTS-506-2101 | Physical Sciences 1 6 2 1
ASHTS-506-2102 | Physical Sciences 2 6 2 2
ASHTS-506-2000 | Professional Practice 1 6 2 1
ASHTS-506-2103 Applied Phy51_olog1cal measurement and 6 2 1
Instrumentation 1
ASHTS-506-2104 Applied Phy51.olog1cal measurement and 6 2 2
Instrumentation 2
ASPRJ-506-2009 Res?arch Methods within a Research 6 2 2
Project 2
ASWBL-506-2012 | Work Based Training in Health Science 2| 2 2
CDKSK-503-1908 | English 2 3 2 2
CDKSK-503-1906 | Critical Thinking 2 3 2 1
CDKSK-604-1909 | Entrepreneurship 4 2 2
CDKSK-602-2105 | Community Social Responsibility 2 2 2
ASHTS-606-2001 Professional Practice 2 6 3 2
ASPYM-606-1701 | Biophysics 6 3 1
ASPYM-606-1703 | Clinical Practicum 6 3 1
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ASHSC-606-1521 | Ethical Issues in Decision Making 6 2
0. Anatomy and Physiology of the
ASPHY-606-1702 AudioVestibular System* 6
ASPYM-606-1704 | Diagnostic Testing in Audiology* 6
Fundamentals of Amplification,
ASAUD-606-1701 | auditory implantation and aural 6
rehabilitation*
ASAUD-606-1702 | Introduction to Vestibular Disorders* 6
ASPSY-606-1701 Psychosocial Aspects of Health Care** 6 2
s Respiratory Investigations-Basic 1
ASPYM-606-1706 Interpretation and Test Modalities** 6
e Cardiology Investigations-Basic 1
ASPYM-606-1702 Interpretation and Test Modalities** 6
. Neurophysiological Investigations-Basic 1
ASPYM-606-1705 Interpretation and Test Modalities** 6
ASDIS-612-1601 Dissertation 12 1&2
Total ECTS 180

*Units for Audiology Stream

**Units for General Physiological Measurements Stream

The semester/year assigned to the modules may change according to the exigencies of the
Institute or due to unforeseen circumstances. Students will be informed beforehand of any

necessary changes.
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ASHTS-506-2111: Scientific Basis for Healthcare
Science 1

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 5
Credits: 6

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

This program introduces the learner to the healthcare science profession, combined
with a sound grounding in the basic science underpinnings of modern disease
diagnostics, evaluation and treatment.

Modules will be mainly theoretical allowing in-depth knowledge that can be used in a
health care setting to make informed decisions about patient care and treatment.

The unit content will include basic concepts of health, wellness and preventive care.
Moreover, an in depth insight will be given into biochemistry, immunology and genetics.

By the end of the program the learner will be expected to be trained in health care
professional protocol and be familiar with the ethical and legal responsibilities of
today’s healthcare provider. They should also be able to understand and use the basics
of health protection medical terminology, and have basic life support skills. Research
tools including data collection, critical analysis formation and awareness towards new
developments in the field of healthcare will also be developed. This will provide the
learner with the initial exposure to facilitate their application of knowledge within a
healthcare setting.

Learning Outcomes

On completion of this unit the student will be able to:

1. Recognise the scientific basis behind health science.

2. Analyse cellular orgenelles together with the anatomical structure and
functioning of different body system.

3. Identify the basic principles of biochemistry and molecular biology.

4. Outline basic immunology concepts.

5. Evaluate genetic principles and the process of life continuity and variation through
genetics.
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ASHTS-506-2112: Scientific Basis for Healthcare
Science 2

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 5
Credits: 6

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

This module will continue to provide a basic, yet broad foundation in the sciences that
underpin the practice of Healthcare Sciences.

The learner will undergo further learning development and understanding of
pharmacology, concepts associated with infection control and microbiology, Public
health medicine, epidemiology and disease control, which will be covered together with
the exposure of the latest technology, screening methods and treatment in the field.
This will facilitate further their application of knowledge within a healthcare setting.

Overall, the unit will therefore act as a foundation for learners wishing to pursue a
career as healthcare science practitioners, by providing the initial exposure to the
necessary skills, attitude and knowledge.

Learning Outcomes
On completion of this unit the student will be able to:

Evaluate the effectiveness and appropriateness of screening.
Assess procedures for disease detection and treatment.
Understand concepts relating to pharmacology.

Recognise concepts relating to microbiology.

AN WN =
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ASHTS-506-2105: Applied Physics and Measurement 1

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 5
Credits: 6

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

This unit introduces the learner to the applied physics applications that a healthcare
science professional will encounter in various clinical practices. Although theoretical
concepts are introduced to provide in-depth knowledge, the focus of the unit is
practical applications in the health sector. Useful statistical techniques are introduced
to the learner at the start of the unit (learning outcome one) as a way of showing how
scientific data is displayed and interpreted. More advanced statistical testing is
introduced later as used in various health science scenarios.

The unit continues by applying the three forms of energy: sound, light & heat to clinical
practice. First the physics of each type of wave energy will be revised and then
applications in health will be studied mainly: ultrasound in health, laser, gamma
camera & endoscopy; and thermography.

The emphasis is on self-learning and research. This will encourage learners to use their
own researched material and to actively participate in critical discussions about
material covered.

Learning Outcomes
On completion of this unit the student will be able to:

Use statistics to solve health science problems.
Recognise applications of sound in clinical practices.
Explain how light is used in clinical practices.

Evaluate how thermal energy is used in clinical practice.

ANwhNh =~
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ASHTS-506-2106: Applied Physics and Measurement 2

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 5
Credits: 6

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

This unit introduces the learner to the applied physics applications that a healthcare
science profession will encounter in various clinical practices. Although theoretical
concepts are introduced to provide in-depth knowledge, the focus of the unit is
practical applications in the health sector.

The unit starts by a study of the mechanics of the body and the physics of fluid flow
with applications to blood flow. The unit continues by a revision of current electricity
as a basis for the principles of bioelectricity on which the ECG and EEG tests are based.
The principles of the latter two tests will be reviewed and these will be studied in more
depth in the other unit: Applied Physiological Measurement & Instrumentation I. Then
the physics of magnetism will be revised to serve as a foundation for magnetic
resonance imaging technique. The unit will conclude by a study of the topic of
radioactivity and its uses in the health sector.

The emphasis is on student self-learning and research by encouraging the learners to
use their own researched material and to actively participate in critical discussions
about material covered.

Learning Outcomes
On completion of this unit the student will be able to:

Evaluate how mechanics is used to understand the human body and fluid flow.
Assess how electricity is used to monitor electrical activity in patients.
Understand how magnetism is used in clinical practices.

Analyse how radioactivity is used to treat patients in clinical practices.

Nwbh =~
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ASHTS-506-2101 Physical Sciences 1

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 5
Credits: 6

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

This unit provides a wide foundation in physical sciences with an emphasis on health
care applications. There are four learning outcomes giving learners a reasonable
overview of concepts in physics and some basic chemistry. Explanations should be kept
at an advanced to university level basis but no particular emphasis should be made on
the mathematical description of physical nature, rather focusing on the descriptive and
scientific nature. Where possible however, a mathematical understanding should be
shown and described.

The first learning outcome focuses on the most fundamental topic of not only physics
but science as a whole. The learners should be given clear insight into the branches and
laws of physics, uses of physics in everyday life, and the importance of studying physics.
Such a topic should also lay the ground work for the fundamentals i.e. units of measure,
how practical work should be conducted, scientific writing, uses of software etc.

In the second learning outcome the learner will study vibrations and waves. This will
include the fundamentals of natural and forced vibrations and lead on to resonance.
Waves are studied generically at first before specializing in sound waves and a study of
the human ear. The unit concludes with a description of ultrasonography.

The third learning outcome will compliment the previous learning outcome and expand
further to study optics and vision. Concepts such as colour, spectroscopy and even the
quantum nature of light will be discussed to balance the wave treatment. This will pave
the way for treatment of lasers. Mirrors and lenses are discussed and simple optical
instrumentation such as microscopes and telescopes will be studied. Optical fibres and
endoscopy are studied. A basic treatment of vision, including eye defects concludes the
unit.

Finally, the fourth learning outcome will tackle general physics of matter from the
atomic physics perspective. Material physics will be discussed as well as a study of
density and the three states leads on to the atomic theory and a brief introduction to
the periodic table including the important groups of elements such as alkali metals, the
halogens and noble gases. This can lead on to a basic understanding of atomic structure
and bonding, including ionic and covalent bonding. The learner moves on to study fluids
at rest and in motion. The learner initially studies pressure in a liquid at rest and then
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advances to fluids in motion. The learner also studies gas laws leading to the absolute
temperature scale and Kelvin temperatures.

Learning Outcomes

On completion of this unit the student will be able to:

1.
2.

Recognise the fundamentals of physics, materials and their structure.
Apply fundamentals of vibrations and waves to acoustic and electromagnetic
technologies.

3. Apply principles of optics to spectroscopy, imaging systems and vision.
4.

Explain the properties of matter using atomic theory.
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ASHTS-506-2102: Physical Sciences 2

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 5
Credits: 6

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

This unit provides a wide foundation in physical sciences with an emphasis on health
care applications. There are four learning outcomes giving learners a reasonable
overview of concepts in physics and some basic chemistry. Explanations should be kept
at an advanced to university level basis but no particular emphasis should be made on
the mathematical description of physical nature, rather focusing on the descriptive and
scientific nature. Where possible however a mathematical understanding should be
shown and described.

In learning outcome one, the learner should be given a classical approach to physics
and learn about mechanics. Mechanics may be applied to real life scenarios and its uses
should further explain features of the body. For example, lever systems should explain
how the body’s muscolo-skeletal structure works. The nature of impulse should also be
impressed upon the learner and hence the learner can also deduce what happens in
accidents etc.

Learning outcome two and three should be presented as a whole whereby the learner
is not exposed to learning about how electricity works and its uses. Basic knowledge of
circuitry should be provided to ascertain that the learner could understand how basic
electrical items work. Electromagnetic induction will then reinforce this knowledge and
assist the learner into learning more about the nature fields and how they influence
medicine.

In the final learning outcome, the learner will complete the course by studying ionising
radiations and medical technologies based on these. The structure of the atom and
nucleus will be reviewed and the concept of nuclear instability introduced. This leads
on to a discussion of the three main types of radiations alpha, beta and gamma as well
as an understanding of how X Rays are produced. Properties of these radiations will be
studied as well and applied to radiation safety, diagnostic imaging and therapies.
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Learning Outcomes

On completion of this unit the student will be able to:
1. Use the fundamentals of mechanics to solve problems.

2. Recognise concepts of fields to magnetism, electricity and electromagnetic
induction.

3. Apply concepts of electromagnetism to medical scenarios.

4. Use concepts of atomic and nuclear physics to describe ionizing radiations and
therapies.
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ASHTS-506-2107: Applied Anatomy, Physiology and
Pathophysiology 1

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 5
Credits: 6

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

This course aims to provide the basic underpinning knowledge in behavioural and human
biological sciences to support learning in other modules. An introduction will be
provided into the basic anatomy of body systems, the physiological functioning of basic
units and systems, and on the disease process and treatment of these systems.

The outcome of this course is understanding of the structure and relationship between
body parts, the function of these body parts and the body as a whole, and the
malfunctions and diseases affecting these systems. The complexities of the cells,
tissues, major organs and systems of the human body will be covered in areas related
to neural & hormonal homeostatic control mechanisms, as well as the circulatory,
respiratory, and endocrine organ systems. Further the pathophysiological disruptions
usually related with these systems will also be covered.

Comprehensive and up-to-date information will be provided allowing for advanced
human biology knowledge, giving learners the opportunity to apply this understanding
to related fields as well as for aiding in diagnhostic assessment and treatment. Ongoing
critical evaluation and analysis of relevant scientific literature from differing sources
will also help develop the necessary research skills often used in health sciences areas.

Learning Outcomes
On completion of this unit the student will be able to:

1. Describe the foundation of cell physiology and function.

2. Recognise the concept of homeostasis.

3. Analyse the Anatomy and Physiological functioning and Pathophysiology of the
Cardiovascular and Respiratory systems.

4. Evaluate the Anatomy and Physiological functioning and Pathophysiology of the
Nervous and Endocrine systems.
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ASHTS-506-2108: Applied Anatomy, Physiology and
Pathophysiology 2

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 5
Credits: 6

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

This course aims to provide the basic underpinning knowledge in behavioural and human
biological sciences to support learning in other modules. An introduction will be
provided into the basic anatomy of body systems, the physiological functioning of basic
units and systems, and on the disease process and treatment of these systems.

The outcome of this course is understanding of the structure and relationship between
body parts, the function of these body parts and the body as a whole, and the
malfunctions and diseases affecting these systems. The complexities of the cells,
tissues, major organs and systems of the human body will be covered in areas related
to urinary and gastrointestinal systems, musculoskeletal and reproductive systems,
plasma membrane and membrane potential, blood and the immune system. Further the
pathophysiological disruptions usually related with these systems will also be covered.
An introduction to human fertilization and early embryological processes are also
discussed.

Comprehensive and up-to-date information will be provided allowing for advanced
human biology knowledge, giving learners the opportunity to apply this understanding
to related fields as well as for aiding in diagnostic assessment and treatment. Ongoing
critical evaluation and analysis of relevant scientific literature from differing sources
will also help develop the necessary research skills often used in health sciences areas.

Learning Outcomes

On completion of this unit the student will be able to:

1. Describe the transport systems in the cell, disease process, immune mechanisms, and
particular treatments in the body.

2. Analyse the Anatomy and Physiological functioning and Pathophysiology of the
Musculoskeletal and Reproductive systems.
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3. Evaluate the Anatomy and Physiological functioning and Pathophysiology of the

Gastrointestinal and Urinary systems.
4. Describe Fertilisation and early Embryology.
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ASHTS-506-2000: Professional Practice 1

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 5
Credits: 6

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

This unit aims to enhance the learner’s understanding of the practice of ‘care’ and of
how to assess and meet the needs of the individual. The unit will enable learners to
develop the knowledge and practical skills needed to create SMART action plans, which
can improve their personal competencies.

The unit will introduce the learners to follow reflective practice and to understand its
role in personal and professional development. The learner will also gain the necessary
knowledge and skills needed to enable them to create action plans that identify
personal and professional development needs. In addition to using reflective practice
and action plans, the learner will create a portfolio of evidence, enabling the validation
of their learning and Continuing Professional Development (CPD).

To become a safe working practitioner, the learner must be able to effectively integrate
knowledge, theory and practice in a variety of care settings, whilst developing and
applying a range of vocational knowledge and skills. This unit is designed to prepare
learners for this role by being exposed to the practice of experienced practitioners, and
finally allowed to practice these skills in a directly supervised environment.

This requires a work placement experience which will be sourced by the lecturer and
allocated to the learner accordingly. There should be a mandatory number of hours for
placement, which will facilitate a general experience of the working environment, and
allow the learner time to achieve all learning outcomes, and to produce a professional
portfolio. The chosen placement should benefit both the learner and placement
provider, and all learning outcomes and mandatory hours should be clearly set out and
discussed before commencement.
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Learning Outcomes
On completion of this unit the student will be able to:

1. Recognise the importance of reflection in Personal and Professional Development.

2. Design individualised action plans that reflect identified learning needs and goals.

3. Create a critical appraisal of personal competencies and the matching necessary
skills, in relation to health sciences professional practices and careers.

4. Produce a portfolio that validates Continuing Personal and Professional
Development.
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ASHTS-606-2001: Professional Practice 2

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 6
Credits: 6

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

This unit builds on Professional Practice 1. It aims to equip the learner with an
understanding of the legislation, policy and ethical aspects of the practice of ‘care’,
including how to assess and meet the needs of the individual. The unit will also enable
the learners to further develop the knowledge and practical skills underpinning safe
and effective practice.

The unit will introduce learners to the key concepts and principles of healthcare ethics
that are required in a practice setting, and to the role of these principles in their
personal and professional development. The learner will also gain the necessary
knowledge—of relevant European and national legislation and policies, and of the
institution- or department-level standards/procedures relevant to the area of
practice—needed to become a safe working practitioner. In addition, the learner will
have an opportunity to build upon the portfolio developed during the ‘Professional
Practice 1’ placement (or to build a new Portfolio, if needed), which will enable
him/her to further validate their learning and continuing professional development.

To become a safe working practitioner, apart from developing such specialised
understanding of the relevant legal, ethical and policy requirements, the learner must
also be able to effectively integrate gained knowledge, theory and practice in a variety
of care settings, and to continue developing (and applying) specialised vocational
knowledge and skills. This unit is designed to prepare learners for this, by exposing
them to the practice of qualified and experienced practitioners, and by enabling them
to practice these skills in a directly supervised environment.

This requires a work placement experience which will be sourced by the lecturer and
allocated to the learner accordingly. There should be a mandatory number of hours for
placement which facilitates a general experience of the working environment and will
allow the learner time to achieve all learning outcomes and produce their professional
portfolio. The placement chosen should benefit both the learner and placement
provider with all learning outcomes and mandatory hours clearly set out and discussed
before commencement.
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Learning Outcomes

On completion of this unit the student will be able to:

-
.

Apply the key concepts and principles of healthcare ethics in the practice setting.

2. Recognise the importance of relevant European and national legislation and policies, and
how these are reflected in institution- or department-level standards/ procedures,
relevant to the area of practice.

3. Ensure safe and effective practice in the delivery of care whilst meeting the needs of
individual service users.

4. Produce a portfolio that validates Continuing Personal and Professional Development.
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ASHTS-506-2109: Clinical Measurement and Treatment
1

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 5
Credits: 6

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

This course is designed to provide integrated training in the area of Clinical
Measurement and Treatment. Learners are taught to measure and image the
physiological activity of the human body and to provide diagnostic information. Focus
is on the instruments used for measurement and diagnosis, their characteristics,
underlying functioning and application on patients.

The practical and theoretical coursework covers advanced concepts in physiological
measurement instrumentation, including current state of the art technology and its
application in the areas of cardiologyand vascular measurements. Guided by in depth
teaching of the physiology, anatomy and biochemistry of the body, learners will learn
how to contribute to the effective diagnosis and treatment of patients following
instrument based diagnostic measures in the above areas.

Upon completion of the unit learners should be able to outline the physical and safety
principles of specific instruments. These will include ECG, Image Intensification,
Ultrasound investigations and Doppler amongst others. Learners should also be able to
properly read and interpret measurements from these instruments, and advise
appropriate management of these instruments accordingly. Finally, learners should be
able to apply this know how to aid in condition diagnosis and to inform treatment
options in case study scenarios.

Learning Outcomes
On completion of this unit the student will be able to:

1. Recognise clinical measurement and treatment.

2. Identify common disorders or conditions and their available treatment or
management in the areas related to the cardiovascular system.

3. Recognise the clinical measurements used in cardiology.

4. Apply clinical measurements used for vascular measurement.

25| Page



AS6-03-21 Course Specification

ASHTS-506-2110: Clinical Measurement and Treatment
2

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 5
Credits: 6

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

This course is designed to provide integrated training in the area of Clinical
Measurement and Treatment. Learners are taught to measure and image the
physiological activity of the human body and to provide diagnostic information. Focus
is on the instruments used for measurement and diagnosis, their characteristics,
underlying functioning and application on patients.

The practical and theoretical coursework covers advanced concepts in physiological
measurement instrumentation, including current state of the art technology and its
application in the areas of respiratory and neurophysiology. Guided by in depth teaching
of the physiology, anatomy and biochemistry of the body, learners will learn how to
contribute to the effective diagnosis and treatment of patients following instrument
based diagnostic measures in the above areas.

Upon completion of the unit learners should be able to outline the physical and safety
principles of specific instruments. These will include EEG, Image Intensification,
Ultrasound investigations and Doppler, CT scan, MRland X-Rays amongst others.
Learners should also be able to properly read and interpret measurements from these
instruments, and advise appropriate management of these instruments accordingly.
Finally, learners should be able to apply this knowhow to aid in condition diagnosis and
to inform treatment options in case study scenarios.

Learning Outcomes

On completion of this unit the student will be able to:

1. Evaluate common disorders or conditions and their available treatment or
management in the areas related to respiration.

2. Recognise clinical measurements used for pulmonary function.

3. Evaluate common disorders or conditions and their available treatment or
management in the areas related to neurophysiology.
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4. Recognise the clinical measurements used in neurophysiology.
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ASHTS-506-2103: Applied Physiological Measurement

and Instrumentation 1
Unit level (MQF/EQF): 5
Credits: 6
Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

This unit aims to provide the basic underpinning knowledge in the methods and physics
behind physiological measurement and instrumentation used. This unit will provide all
the basics applied in the measurement of human physiological parameters used in
healthcare and is continued in Applied Physiological Measurement & Instrumentation II.
It introduces the subject by considering biosignals from the whole body and their
corresponding sensors. Then several topics will be studied in more detail including
physiological pressure and body temperature. More related topics will be studied in the
2nd unit.

The outcome of this unit is understanding the physics behind several methodologies and
applying them to measure physiological parameters. This will require basic knowledge
on human physiology as supported and delivered in other modules. Physiological
measurement will mainly focus on bio-sensors, transducers and other associated
equipment used to measure and record signals deriving from various parts of the human
body. These signals are generally linked with chemical, electrical or mechanical
changes within the investigated part. Generalised models of medical instrumentation
will be discussed and explored during delivery of this unit with a focus on each
functional part of the instrument. Throughout the delivery of this unit, state-of the art
technology will be used as a reference model for each instrument explored. A focus on
how physiological signals mainly from the nervous, circulatory, muscular and
respiratory systems may be recorded using physical parameter changes (electrical,
chemical, pressure, flow, volume, etc.) will be done. This unit will also deal with how
recorded signals can be further used in clinical investigation, diagnosis and
disease/disorder management.

The emphasis is on self-learning and research by encouraging the learners to use their
own researched material and to actively participate in critical discussions about
material covered.

Learning Outcomes

On completion of this unit the student will be able to:

1. Understand physiological measurement.
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2. Analyse how mechanical waves are detected by biomedical instruments, and how
these instruments enable treatment.
3. Evaluate how physiological pressure is measured by biomedical instruments, and
how these instruments enable treatment.
4. Recognise how temperature is measured using biomedical instruments, and how
these instruments enable treatment.
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ASHTS-506-2104: Applied Physiological Measurement
and Instrumentation 2

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 5
Credits: 6

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

This unit is a continuation of Applied Physiological Measurement & Instrumentation |
and should follow the latter unit. It should also follow the Unit ‘Applied Physics &
Measurement II’ which includes a good foundation for current electricity - which is
applied in some detail in this unit.

This unit will continue to provide the basic underpinning knowledge in the methods and
physics behind physiological measurement and instrumentation used in health care.

The outcome of this unit is understanding the physics behind several methodologies and
applying them to measure physiological parameters. This will require basic knowledge
on human physiology and physics as supported and delivered in other modules including
Applied Physics & Measurement | and Il and Physical Science | and II.

This unit will cover the instrumentation measuring bioelectrical signals including a
detail of ECG, EEG and EMG including the interpretation of the respective signals. This
will be followed by the measurement of physiological respiratory gases as needed in
Pulmonary functional tests and in anaesthesia. Another new topic dealt will be sleep
studies and its treatment with an emphasis on instrumentation used and finally the unit
will end by a review of diagnostic brain imaging technology.

Generalised models of medical instrumentation will be discussed and explored during
delivery of this unit with a focus on each functional part of the instrument.

Throughout the delivery of this unit, state-of the art technology will be used as a
reference model for each instrument explored. A focus on how physiological signals
mainly from the nervous, circulatory, muscular and respiratory systems may be
recorded using physical parameter changes (electrical, chemical, pressure, flow,
volume, etc.) will be done. This unit will also deal with how recorded signals can be
further used in clinical investigation, diagnosis and disease/disorder management.

The emphasis is on student self-learning and research by encouraging the learners to

use their own researched material and to actively participate in critical discussions
about material covered.
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Learning Outcomes
On completion of this unit the student will be able to:

1. Describe how electrical potentials are detected by biomedical instruments, and
how these instruments enable treatment.

2. Assess how physiological gas variables are measured using biomedical
instruments, and how these instruments enable treatment.

3. Evaluate the instrumentation related with sleep investigation and the treatment
of sleep disorders.

4. Analyse how brain structure and function is measured through imaging techniques
and how these enable treatment.
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ASPRJ-506-2008: Research Methods within a Research
Project 1

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 5
Credits: 6

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

This unit will cover aspects of research methods used in research. The aim is to
introduce learners to research and develop their understanding and skills in both
quantitative and qualitative research methods. Learners will be introduced to the
research process and apply different methodologies, data collecting tools and
conceptual frameworks. The end-point of the module is the submission of a Statement
of Intent (Proposal) for a research project in-line with College Regulations. This unit in
meant to be followed by Research Methods 2.

In this study-unit, learners will cover different types of research design including
experimental, descriptive and observational designed. Qualitative data collection
designs to be introduced include archival studies, interviews and case studies. The
methodological applications of these methods, including the design of appropriate
research questions, will also be covered.

The syllabus also covers the challenges of various data collection techniques as well as
the measurement issues of questionnaire development, reliability and validity of data,
issues of sampling and of sampling size.

Following completion of this unit, learners should be familiar with all parts of the
research process including funding application, ethics and publication. Tools will be
provided for the learner to individually formulate a research question and to write a
sound research proposal.

Learning Outcomes
On completion of this unit the student will be able to:

Describe the main stages of the research process.

Select the appropriate research design for a research question.
Compile a suitable ethical protocol.

Complete a research proposal for a specific research project.
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ASPRJ-506-2009: Research Methods within a Research
Project 2

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 5
Credits: 6

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

This unit will cover further aspects of research methods used in research. The aim is to
help the learners collect data, analyze it, and draw meaningful conclusions from it. The
end-point of the module is the submission and presentation of a Level 5 research project
in-line with College Regulations. The learners will be encouraged to complete a project
as a pilot to a larger research endeavor such as a thesis. This unit in meant to be
preceded by Research Methods 1.

The quantitative part of the unit will address research questions in terms of statistical
concepts. Methods such as descriptive statistics, estimation and confidence intervals
and inferential statistical tests such as chi-square, t-tests and ANOVAs for both
parametric and non-parametric data will be covered. Skills in using statistical software
such as SPSS will also be developed.

In this study-unit, learners will learn to organize and format a research report in line
with College Regulations. This might include the preparation and presentation of a
research poster. Techniques for presenting research during a viva or other similar
scenarios will also be taught. Skills in compiling and writing a Literature Review will be
covered. Preparation and proper formatting of Tables and Figures will also be taught.

Following completion of this unit, learners will have experienced the research process,
and will be able to express their experiences and findings in a suitable format.

Learning Outcomes
On completion of this unit the student will be able to:

1. Use qualitative and/or quantitative methodologies.

2. Apply research methods, including a correct sampling method, taking into
consideration issues such as reliability, validity, and bias.

3. Use the appropriate Software for processing and analyzing results.

4. Compile a research report based on own research endeavors.
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ASWBL-506-20111: Work-based Training in Health
Science 1

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 5
Credits: 6

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

This unit is designed to bridge school education and the workplace, through supervised
work placements in the health care setting. Learners will be given the opportunity to
develop and hone employability skills whilst putting what they’ve learnt into practice.

The unit will train the learner to prepare and plan the work day, to organise information
effectively and to take charge of one’s own learning and progress. Group work skills
will also improve as learners learn to work under supervision and work as a
multidisciplinary health care team.

Learners will be able to develop interpersonal skills such as effective communication
and listening tools. This experience will allow learners the opportunity to practice
interacting with patients, carrying out standard medical procedures and using medical
health care instruments. The placement will provide insight into the pressures of the
health care work place, hopefully motivating the learner to take charge and come up
with problem solving strategies. The portfolio that learners keep of this experience will
permit them to reflect on their performance, evaluating their strengths and deficits
and seeing which areas and skills need the most improvement. This exercise might also
help determine the career path that learners take, perhaps influencing subject choices,
career goals and  focus.

The learners are deemed successful if they obtain a pass in the module and successfully
attend the 120 hours work placement excluding absences not exceeding 12 hours and
which are deemed justifiable by the Institute Management.

Learning Outcomes
On completion of this unit the student will be able to:

Recognise placement requisites.

Generate interpersonal and transferrable skills.

Evaluate the work experience.

Evaluate the qualities and skills required during a physiological measurement.
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ASWBL-506-2012: Work-based Training in Health
Science 2

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 5
Credits: 6

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

This unit has been designed to continue to support the learner to develop further their
employability skills whilst applying knowledge into practice. The unit will give the
opportunity to continue with the work based training whilst the learner will take charge
of one’s own learning and progress.

The learner will continue to undergo further development in the management skills
such as the interpersonal, conceptual and technical skills. This experience will allow
learners the opportunity to demonstrate the ability to work within the dynamics of a
multidisciplinary team and practice further on carrying out standard medical
procedures and using medical health care instruments.

The portfolio that learners keep of this experience will permit them to continue to
reflect further on their performance, evaluating their strengths and deficits and seeing
which areas and skills need the most improvement. This exercise might also help
determine the career path that learners take.

The learners are deemed successful if they obtain a pass in the module and successfully
attend the 120 hours work placement excluding absences not exceeding 12 hours and
which are deemed justifiable by the Institute Management.

Learning Outcomes
On completion of this unit the student will be able to:

1. Generate interpersonal and transferrable skills.

2. Demonstrate the ability to work within the dynamics of a multidisciplinary
team.

3. Evaluate on the work experience and its influence on career choice.

4. Recognise the application of physiological measurement.
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ASPYM-606-1701: Biophysics

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 6
Credits: 6

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

This unit covers the physics of the biological systems governing human physiology with
respect to areas that are relevant to the final year of the BSc Physiological Measurement
Course. The scope is to consolidate and fulfil the most relevant areas that may be
encountered in the future jobs targeted by this course. It also serves as a foundation
for other units in this course including The Anatomy & Physiology of the Audio-
vestibular System, Diagnosing testing in Audiology and Fundamentals of amplification,
auditory implantation & rehabilitation.

Four main themes will be studied i.e. the physics of electricity which will applied to
nervous and muscular action including cardiac muscle action; the physics of pressure
governing the cardiovascular and respiratory systems; the physics of sound with respect
to the auditory system and the physics behind important devices or tools or procedures
used in this job.

The emphasis is on student self-learning and research by encouraging the students to
use their own researched material and to actively participate in critical discussions
about material covered.

Learning Outcomes
On completion of this unit the student will be able to:

1. Understand the basics electrical principles relevant to the health sector & the
electrical activity of nerves & muscles.

2. Correlate the physics of pressure with the normal functioning of the
cardiovascular and respiratory systems.

3. Examine the physics of sound underlying the human auditory system.

4. Evaluate the function and effectiveness of some common technological devices
and/or procedures used in the cardiac and audiology hospital departments.
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ASPYM-606-1703: Clinical Practicum

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 6
Credits: 6

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

This module will provide the learner with didactic and experiential learning in
the area of physiological measurements, including the application of the care
process and model to simple and complex medical conditions. Learners will
complete a minimum of 60 hours of theoretical and/or experiental learning. In
this manner, the learner will have gained an understanding of the role of the
physiological measurements practitioner in a multi-discipinary healthcare team.

By the end of the course, learners will have to present their experiential learning
in the form of a log book as indicated in the module lead.

The unit will therefore assist the learners in developing knowledge and skills
that are needed to provide assessment with a variety of disorders across the life
span. It will also assist to develop the relevant communication skills needed, as
well as further developing professional writing skills.

Learning Outcomes
On completion of this unit the student will be able to:

Perform and observe a wide range of investigation techniques.

Present information effectively to communicate ideas clearly.

Carry out scientific research related to evidence-based practice.
Appraise and synthesise information to gain new insights into aspects of
current practice.
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ASHSC-606-1521: Ethical Issues in Decision Making

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 6
Credits: 6

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

The course is designed to provide an overall insight into concepts of ethical issues and
decision making. It targets the interface of decision making and ethics, showing the
consideration that must be brought to bear for decision to be an ethical one. It merges
the knowledge of philosophy of ethics with the management of science of decision
making and applies the result to daily decision problems in Health and Social Care. In
order to be able to target this interface and to merge the philosophy of ethics with the
science of decision making the course needs to cover both topics separately.

This is why the course will firstly start with an introduction of theory-based knowledge
in order to provide students with basic understanding of what ethics is in everyday and
professional life. The participants will also get introduced with ethical principles and
types of ethics which will be explored in order to get understanding of the divine and
natural law ethics, utilitarian and deontological ethics. The course will continue in
explaining moral rules such as veracity, privacy, fidelity and confidentiality, and moral
principles such as respect for autonomy, non-maleficence, beneficence and justice.

The ethical guidelines and professional codes of different Health and Social Care
Professions shall be investigated with a particular focus on the ethical guidelines
available for Health and Social Workers. Bioethics, or as it is sometimes called medical
ethics will be covered more deeply through the mentioned rules, principles and
guidelines, since in addition to the above mentioned this module is aimed to explore
complex ethical issues and problems. Some of these include: genetic diagnostic testing,
cloning and stem cell research, gene therapy and nanotechnology, patenting with
respect to GMO’s products, pharmaceuticals and genetic resources, beginning as well
as end of life issues, issues of aging, organ transplant and ICT implants.

The students will also have the opportunity to explore the principle of double effect
such as uterine cancer and ectopic pregnancy, ordinary/extraordinary treatments,
fundamental human rights, absolute versus non-absolute rights, personhood versus
being and the status of the human embryo.

Afterwards the first section, participants will get acquainted with different types of
decisions we all make every day and will have to consider different models of decision
making. The distinction between decision making and problem solving will be tackled
and the process of systematic approach to methods of reaching a decision will be
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introduced. As well the participants will be able to learn the decision making
techniques.

Finally, an evaluation of how making choices and decision can have impact on ethical
issues shall be appraised. The way in which ethical issues influence decision-making
strategies shall also be considered. Legal aspects and legislation related to data
protection, anti-discriminatory practice, protection of vulnerable people, professional
liability and indemnity shall be covered.

Learning Outcomes

On completion of this unit the student will be able to:

Demonstrate a general understanding of ethics and ethical principles.
Apply practical knowledge in decision making process.

Examine, investigate and make choices about various ethical problems.
Critically discuss various ethical issues.
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ASPHY-606-1702: Anatomy and Physiology of the
Audio-Vestibular System

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 6
Credits: 6

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

This unit aims at providing an understanding of the anatomy and physiology of the
audio-vestibular system. This unit will introduce the anatomy and function of the main
parts of the audio-vestibular system. Students will also be exposed to the main cellular
and neurophysiological mechanisms which are involved in the hearing system. Students
will be introduced to the main mechanisms of hearing loss.

The outcome of this unit is the understanding of the anatomy and physiology of the
main parts of the hearing system including: the outer ear, the middle ear, the cochlea,
the auditory nerve, auditory brainstem, and the auditory cortex. This unit will also
focus on the auditory pathway and the physiology behind structural hearing loss.
Throughout the teaching of this unit, students will be kept in close contact with latest
scientific findings. Continuing evaluation of current scientific findings will allow
students to develop further knowledge in the anatomy and physiology of the audio-
vestibular system, and assist their development as scientific researchers.

Learning Outcomes
On completion of this unit the student will be able to:

1. Evaluate the basic aspects and cellular functions involved in hearing and
development of the audio-vestibular system.

2. Understand the Anatomy and Physiology of the basic components of the
audio-vestibular system.

3. Explain the mechanism involved in the development of the main structures of
the audio-vestibular system.

4. Outline the anatomical and physiological changes involved in structural damage
of the audio-vestibular system, resulting in temporary or permanent hearing
loss.
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ASPYM-606-1704: Diagnostic Testing in Audiology

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 6
Credits: 6

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

This unit aims at providing basic knowledge of diagnostic testing in audiology. Through
this unit, students will be introduced to the common causes of hearing loss, the basic
aspects of clinical examination, the requirements for diagnostic testing and
interpretation of results acquired from audio logical testing. Students will also be
trained in structuring an effective audio logical appointment and in effective case
history taking.

The outcome of this unit is the understanding of the main concepts of diagnostic tests
carried out in the field of audiology. Following this unit, students should be able to:
identify the common causes of hearing loss in both adult and paediatric patients, select
and administer appropriate audio logical assessments and adequately interpret these
test results.

Throughout the teaching of this unit, students will be kept in close contact with latest
scientific findings and speculations. Students will also be given the opportunity to apply
their knowledge through the presentation of clinical case studies with various audio
logical test results which they will be asked to interpret. Continuing evaluation of
current scientific literature will allow students to develop further knowledge in
diagnostic audiology, and assist their development as scientific researchers.

Learning Outcomes
On completion of this unit the student will be able to:

1. Define hearing loss in terms of: cause, type, severity, and site of impairment.
Carry out a first appointment (initial interview, case history taking, clinical
examination) and use outcomes to structure the Audiology Appointment.

3. Master the administration of diagnostic audio logical tests, interpret test
results, and effectively communicate outcomes.

4. Understand the necessity of audio logical testing in the paediatric age group and
administer required diagnostic audio logical tests.
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ASAUD-606-1701: Fundamentals of Amplification,
Auditory Implantation, and Aural Rehabilitation

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 6
Credits: 6

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

This module aims at introducing the technology options available in the rehabilitation
of individuals with hearing difficulties. Through this module, students will be
introduced to the various amplification opportunities which are available for individuals
with hearing difficulties. Students will also be exposed to methods which enable
successful rehabilitative amplification. Students will be trained in identifying the
adequate option for patients with hearing difficulties.

The outcome of this module is to introduce the various technologies used in the
treatment of hearing loss including hearing aids and implantable devices. Following this
module, students should be able to identify ideal technology for assisting individuals
with hearing difficulties, whilst also establishing a framework of rehabilitation which
tackles the hearing impaired individual’s clinical needs in a holistic manner.

During this module, students will be kept in close contact with the latest technological
advances in treating hearing difficulties, and scientific findings. Students will also be
given the opportunity to apply their knowledge through the presentation of clinical case
studies. Continuing evaluation of current scientific literature will allow students to
develop further knowledge in amplification and rehabilitative audiology, and assist
their development as scientific researchers.

Learning Outcomes
On completion of this unit the student will be able to:

1. Understand the various treatment options for individuals with hearing loss,
including; hearing instruments, implantable devices, aural rehabilitation
techniques and Assistive Listening Devices (ALDs).

2. Understand the selection criteria, verification and validation procedures
involved in the amplification/implantation route.

3. Describe a framework of aural rehabilitation which holistically treats hearing
impaired individuals and their communication partners.

4. Create awareness on counselling tools which enhance perception and deal with
emotional impacts of hearing impairment.
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ASAUD-606-1702: Introduction to Vestibular Disorders

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 6
Credits: 6

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

This unit will provide students with a general understanding of the vestibular system,
system dysfunction and the options available to a clinician with regards to functional
measurement and treatment. There are four learning outcomes, encompassing the
whole spectrum required for working in this field of study. The first two outcomes deal
with how the system functions (normally and abnormally) and the different conditions
that may be encountered. Later on, students will be taken through vestibular functional
measurement and treatment options.

In outcome one, students will be introduced to the anatomy of the human balance
system. This shall section shall initially discuss the balance system in general, however
emphasis will then be placed on the peripheral vestibular sensory system, which is of
interest to the Audiology stream. Physiology shall be emphasised so that students will
be able to explain the function of each part of the anatomy.

In outcome two, abnormal function shall be examined in detail. This will be linked to
anatomy, so that students can explain what is happening during dysfunction. This will
be discussed in terms of the most common vestibular disorders. Students shall be
expected to define these disorders and also explain their main characteristics.

In outcome three, bedside and laboratory vestibular tests shall be identified and
discussed in detail. Each test shall be discussed in terms of what it measures and how
it measures it. Students will then be taught how to choose which test to use when faced
with a patient. At the end of the course, students will be expected to know how to
choose a battery of tests for a vestibular patient.

In outcome four, possible treatment options for the treatment of vestibular patients
shall be examined. Although students will not be expected to skilfully administer
treatment themselves, they will be expected to evaluate potential treatment options
for particular vestibular disorders.

43 | Page



AS6-03-21 Course Specification
Learning Outcomes

On completion of this unit the student will be able to:

1. Identify and describe the different components in the human balance system,
explaining their role and function.

2. Define the most common vestibular disorders and explain their main
characteristics.

3. Develop a battery of tests based on patient symptoms using bedside and
laboratory vestibular tests.

4. Evaluate different treatment options available for vestibular patients.
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ASPSY-606-1701: Psychosocial Aspects of Health Care

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 6
Credits: 6

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

This unit introduces students to the psychosocial aspect of health and well-being.
Understanding health as more than biological wellness has been a challenge in the
medical community. However, there is now increasing recognition of health as a result
of the interaction of biological, psychological and social influences. For this reason, a
holistic approach including the biopsychosocial aspect of health and well-being will be
adopted throughout the unit. Different psychological approaches and relevant aspects
within Health Psychology will be explored.

The Unit focuses on different definitions of health and on understanding the patient in
a holistic way. The focus is on how the biological, psychological and social aspects
interact to influence a person’s health and well-being. A deeper analysis of the
psychological influences on health will then be carried out, with focus on mental health
conditions, particularly those where physical and psychological symptoms interact to
affect the patient’s health and well-being. Possible explanations for these effects will
be examined using the Psychodynamic, Biological, Cognitive and Social perspectives
within psychology. An outline of available treatments will be provided. Psychological
factors affecting the course of the disease and the effectiveness of treatment will also
be discussed.

The last part of the Unit will focus on patient centred care and on the importance of
holistic health care delivery. The best ways of supporting patients while considering
their psychosocial well-being will be discussed. These include communication skills and
values relevant to health settings. A Humanistic perspective will be adopted in
examining how patients can best be supported. The issues of referral and burnout in
relation to the health care provider will also be discussed.

Learning Outcomes
On completion of this unit the student will be able to:

1. Adopt a holistic approach when examining a patient’s health based on the
biopsychosocial perspective.

2. Explain psychological influences on health, including mental health.

3. Analyse how psychological factors affect the course of disease and the effects
of treatment.

4. Explain how patients’ psychosocial well-being should be supported.
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ASPYM-606-1706: Respiratory Investigations-Basic
Interpretation & Test Modalities

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 6
Credits: 6

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

This unit covers the diversity of tests used for diagnosing the most common disorders
of the respiratory system. It serves as a consolidating study of the respiratory system in
which the students finally integrate the knowledge they have gathered from other units
throughout their course and to prepare them fully for their future jobs in the health
care sector.

The first theme includes a detailed revision of the anatomy and physiology of the
respiratory system together with a classification of the main pathologies. The next
three themes include the various respiratory investigations and test modalities
including spirometry, blood gas measurements and other related tests.

The emphasis is on student self-learning and research by encouraging the students to
use their own researched material and to participate and build the lessons through
PowerPoint presentations and discussions.

Learning Outcomes
On completion of this unit the student will be able to:

1. Establish a detailed relationship between the structure and function of the

respiratory system including the identification of the common related

pathologies.

Evaluate the use of spirometry testing in respiratory investigations.

Examine the relationship between blood gas measurements and respiratory

function both normal and abnormal.

4. Appraise the need for other Lung Function tests for the proper diagnosis of
respiratory disorders.
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ASPYM-606-1702: Cardiology Investigations-Basic
Interpretation & Test Modalities

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 6
Credits: 6

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

This unit builds on the skills and knowledge acquired in previous units covering cardiac
anatomy and physiology as well as in the spectrum of cardiology investigations and
instrumentation. Students will explore the principles and practice of a range of non-
invasive and invasive cardiac investigations.

The outcome of this unit is the understanding of the principles of a range of
physiological measurements cardiac investigations, to critically analyse the acquired
data and construct provisional diagnosis related to the Pathophysiology related to
Chronic Ischemic Heart Disease; Acute coronary syndromes; congenital heart disease
and structural heart disease and Cardiac arrhythmias which is to be presented
constructively to Senior officers and Cardiologists.

Learning Outcomes
On completion of this unit the student will be able to:

1. Understand the objectives for various diagnostic and investigational
physiological measurement procedures.

2. Describe the methodology of acquiring diagnostic and investigational data.
Instrumentatation process and calibration techniques for basic physiological
measurement procedures.

3. Process and critically analyse the acquired data to attain a differential
diagnosis.

4. Understand the process of procedures and investigations and the different roles
of the team members.

47 |Page



AS6-03-21 Course Specification

ASPYM-606-1705: Neurophysiological Investigations-
Basic Interpretation & Test Modalities

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 6
Credits: 6

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 150

Unit Description

This unit aims to provide a basic knowledge in human neurology and neurophysiology
allowing one to grasp a basic understanding of the subject matter and to use it as a
base for learning other medical subjects.

An introduction will be provided into the neurophysiological functioning of basic body
units and systems, and on applied neurology/pathology of these systems.

The outcome of this course is to lead one to understanding the function of human
neurology and its application as a whole, and some pathologies affecting these systems.
The complexities of the cells, tissues, major organs and systems comprising human
neurology will be covered in areas related to physiology, anatomy and pathology of the
respective systems and disorders. The focus will comprise clinical neurology,
electroencephalography, evoked potential studies and electromyography.

Comprehensive and up-to-date information will be provided allowing for advanced
human neurophysiology and neuropathology knowledge, giving students the opportunity
to apply this understanding to other related fields as well as for aiding in diagnostic
assessment and treatment.

Learning Outcomes

On completion of this unit the student will be able to:

1. Describe the foundation of neurological examination and some main pathologies
seen in clinical neurology.

2. ldentify normal patterns and pathological use and interpretation of

electroencephalography.

Understand the uses of evoked potential studies.

Identify normal patterns and pathological use and applications of

electromyography.

AW

48 | Page



AS6-03-21 Course Specification

CDKSK-503-1907: English

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 5
Credits: 3

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 75

Unit Description

This unit is intended to be run in the first semester of the first year of undergraduate
degree programmes and consolidates prior knowledge, skills and competences in English
reading, writing, listening and speaking by further strengthening the more academic
functions of the language.

English | is intended to be an EAP (English for Academic Purposes), focusing specifically
on improving learners’ awareness of, and familiarity, with the core skills necessary for
successful academic reading and writing in English, especially preparing them for the
rigours of extended writing by research and the reading of academic sources of
information.

Learners will become familiar with academic features of style and the principles and
mechanics of good text structure. They will also learn how to consult, understand and
use secondary material from academic sources within their field of study and effectively
integrate it as part of a larger argument or body of work.

1. Learning Outcomes
Upon completing the unit, learners should be able to:

Recognise the form, content and style of academic texts.

Use an academic style of writing when working on assignments and dissertations.
Reproduce secondary content by means of direct and indirect quoting methods.
Apply proper referencing conventions when citing secondary content.
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CDKSK-503-1908: English Il

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 5
Credits: 3

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 75

Unit Description

This unit is intended to be run in the second semester of the second year of
undergraduate degree programmes and consolidates prior knowledge, skills and
competences of Academic English by further strengthening reading, writing, listening
and speaking skills as determined by the rigours of pre-dissertation research.

English Il is targeted at learners who have successfully completed their degree
programme’s first year and exposes undergraduate students to a higher level of critical
reading and writing skills demanded in the second and final years of the degree
programme. This usually involves the identification and select reading of academic
texts, their review and their eventual use in a research proposal, dissertation and
academic presentation.

It is also the objective of this unit to train learners to be more aware of, and proficient
in, spoken Academic English as this becomes a key requirement at this level of studies.

2. Learning Outcomes
Upon completing the unit, learners should be able to:

1. Evaluate academic sources of information when working on own dissertation.

2. Produce texts of an academic nature using appropriate language and style.

3. Communicate verbally in a manner which conveys proficiency of the subject being
researched.

4. Respond effectively to key questions in relation to research in own field.
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CDKSK-602-2105: Community Social Responsibility

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 6
Credits: 2

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 50

Unit Description

This unit focuses on community and social responsibility skills and provides an opportunity for
learners to better understand themselves and others, as well as establish goals in life. This unit
is delivered through a combination of small-group sessions (it is suggested that the number of
learners do not exceed 15 learners per class), reflections and community work. Community and
social responsibility skills enable learners to understand their strengths and areas that need
improvement while preparing them for life, employment and to become active citizens in
society.

Moving away from traditional delivery of other units, learners will be empowered to take
ownership of their learning process. Hence, this unit will be delivered through a combination
of workshops, small-group sessions with mentors and various opportunities to reflect.

The first set of sessions will focus on the self, the ability to work independently and important
values in life. The second set of sessions will focus on working with others, dealing with diversity
and conflicts. Furthermore, at the end of the sessions, learners will be introduced to the
importance of active citizenship in life.

Learning Outcomes
Upon completing the unit, learners should be able to:

Identify personal goals through self-reflection.

Evaluate how collaboration with others can be more effective.
Explain the importance of giving and receiving feedback.
Contribute actively to make a difference in society.
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CDKSK-604-1909: Entrepreneurship

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 6
Credits: 4

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 100

Unit Description

The working definition of 'entrepreneurship’ employed in this unit is that stated by the
European Commission: "Entrepreneurship refers to an individual’s ability to turn ideas
into action. It includes creativity, innovation and taking calculated risk, as well as the
ability to plan and manage projects in order to achieve objectives. This supports
everyone in day-to-day life at home and in society, makes employees more aware of
the context of their work and better able to seize opportunities, and provides a
foundation for entrepreneurs establishing a social or commercial activity”
(Entrepreneurship in Vocational Education & Training, June 2009).

In line with this definition, the unit places an emphasis on fostering a mind-set that
entrepreneurship is the vehicle that drives creativity and innovation. The learner will,
amongst others, be encouraged to gain an insight as to how to investigate customer
needs and markets to generate an innovative idea for a start-up; participate in the
realistic simulation of the creation of a start-up'; create and pitch sections of a business
plan, as well as draft sections of a business plan for an identified business idea.

The assessment of the unit is designed in a way to provide an opportunity for learners
to strengthen transversal competencies which UNESCO highlights as necessary for the
215t century. These include intrapersonal skills, interpersonal skills, critical and
innovative thinking, media and information literacy and global citizenship.

Learners with different backgrounds and experiences are required to contribute
actively in a team to prepare the necessary work towards initiating a successful business
venture.

1'Doing effective entrepreneurship' is firmly grounded in theory, yet the chalk and talk delivery mode is not
promoted in this unit. Rather, actionable theory through practice is strongly encouraged. Realistic simulations,
limited not only to in-class activities such as discussions of the problems faced in the different phases of a business,
especially in the process of commercialisation of innovative products and services, and on-paper creative
management strategies, are considered essential.
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In this unit, learners will become familiar not only with the main theories related to
entrepreneurship and business start-ups but will have the opportunity to explore,
interact and learn from a number of first-hand situations. The challenges of working
with diverse team members will provide the learners not only with the possibility to
look at entrepreneurship ideas from different perspectives, but also to come up with
more creative, original and feasible solutions to challenges that will arise.

The practical and realistic element of the unit will allow learners to engage and interact
with different stakeholders from industry and public institutions. This real-life
interaction will provide the ideal set up to link theory with practice in the real world.
Learners are encouraged to get out of their comfort zone and explore their
entrepreneurial spirit by combining creativity, innovation and risk taking to help seize
an opportunity, improve current situations or solve problems they encounter in the real
world.

Learning Outcomes
On completion of this unit the learner will be able to:

1. Understand the terms “entrepreneurship” and “entrepreneur” and techniques used
to generate and evaluate business ideas.

2. Examine important considerations while developing a new business idea.

3. Apply business planning and control initiatives while developing a new business
idea.

4. Contribute effectively in a team to develop a concept prototype of a feasible
product/service idea.
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CDKSK-503-1905: Critical Thinking |

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 5
Credits: 3

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 75

Unit Description

Critical Thinking is the intellectual discipline of actively and skilfully conceptualising,
applying, analysing, synthesising, and evaluating information gathered from, or
generated by, observation, experience, reflection, reasoning, or communication as a
guide to belief and action.

This unit equips learners with sought after skills essential to the vocational and
academic life. Its main focus is on frameworks of reflective practice and ideology which
are exemplified through the building of a critical readership by means of close-reading
techniques and reflective writing. By integrating theories of reflective writing and the
nature of evidence from sources of information, this unit equips learners with the
means to read, interpret, reflect and write critically and reflectively.

The application of close-reading techniques and ideology is also addressed in this unit.
Close-reading is the careful, critical analysis of a text that focuses on significant details
or patterns in order to develop a deep, precise understanding of the text. Ideology is
also addressed, with particular focus on areas of practical research that lie at the
confluence of social, political, and technological concerns.

The final aim behind Critical Thinking | is to facilitate a deep, transformative, and
unique learning experience.

Learning Outcomes
Upon completing the unit, learners should be able to:

1. Identify the different reflective frameworks that can be used to enable critical
reflection and thinking.

2. Apply the appropriate methodology to write in an analytic reflective manner.

Apply close-reading techniques to secondary research.

4. Explain the importance of ideology in critical thinking.
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CDKSK-503-1906: Critical Thinking Il

Unit level (MQF/EQF): 5
Credits: 3

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Total Learning Hours: 75

Unit Description

Critical Thinking is the intellectual discipline of actively and skilfully conceptualising,
applying, analysing, synthesising, and evaluating information gathered from, or
generated by, observation, experience, reflection, reasoning, or communication as a
guide to belief and action.

This unit equips learners with sought after skills essential to the vocational and
academic life. Its main focus is on demonstrating how concepts of validity, reliability
and credibility of information are highly necessary when formulating objective,
analytical arguments and reaching sound conclusions. Furthermore, individuals who can
critically interpret information and evaluate its origin, inherent biases, fallacies and
strengths are known to be more perceptive, responsive to illogical argument and can
formulate arguments more effectively.

Learning Outcomes
Upon completing the unit, learners should be able to:

Determine the main features and components of explicit arguments.
Demonstrate effectively basic logical reasoning in a given task.

Consider common flaws in argumentation.

Construct objective, analytical arguments and conclusions for chosen issue.
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